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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Christopher Brody on December 9, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
An Abstract of the Disclosure has been added on a separate page. 

Claims 20 and 28 have been canceled. 

The claims are relisted in their entirety below: 

1-9. Canceled. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of supporting magnetically linking a ferromagnetic 
object to en a partially magnetized coating material made by applying a coating to a surface of a 
continuously-moving medium comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a coating material by mixing a binder material suitable for being spread 
substantially and regularly over the surface and a ferromagnetic component, the binder material 
being a hot melt adhesive; 
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b) providing a continuously-moving medium having a top surface to be substantially 
coated, the surface capable of receiving a substantially and regularly spread coating material; and 

c) passing the coating material and continuously-moving medium between rollers to form 
a substantially constant thickness of the coating material substantially covering the top surface 
and allowing the coating material to set to form the coated medium as a magnetizable 
component, wherein the medium that is coated is one of a paper, a card, wallpaper, a flexible 
plastic sheet, a rigid plastic sheet, and walls; and 

d) partially magnetizing the coating material during continuous movement of the medium 
to create a magnetized area and an unmagnetized area; and 

e) magnetically and temporarily linking a ferromagnetic object to the magnetized area so 
that the coated medium and ferromagnetic object are held together by magnetic attraction. 

1 1 . Canceled. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein the ferromagnetic 
component is iron oxide, and a ferromagnetic fill of the coated surface ranges between 200 and 
850 grams of iron oxide per square meter of coated medium surface. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10 [[13]], wherein the magnetizing step 
occurs before the coating material sets, and a magnetizing magnetic field used for the 
magnetizing step is strong enough to orient the ferromagnetic component in the coating material 
before the coating material sets. 

15-34. Canceled. 
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2. The 35 USC 102(a) and 103(a) rejections over Chamberlain and Kasei have been 
withdrawn in response to Applicant's amendments to the claims and arguments. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kirsten C Jolley whose telephone number is 57 1-272-1 42 1. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive P Beck can be reached on 571-272-1415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kirsten C Jolley 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1762 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention is directed to a method of magnetically linking a ferromagnetic object to a 
partially magnetized coating material made by applying a coating to a surface of a continuously- 
moving medium including the steps of: providing a coating material by mixing a binder material 
suitable for being spread substantially and regularly over the surface and a ferromagnetic 
component, the binder material being a hot melt adhesive; providing a continuously-moving 
medium having a top surface to be substantially coated, the surface capable of receiving a 
substantially and regularly spread coating material; passing the coating material and 
continuously-moving medium between rollers to form a substantially constant thickness of the 
coating material substantially covering the top surface and allowing the coating material to set to 
form the coated medium as a magnetizable component, wherein the medium that is coated is one 
of a paper, a card, wallpaper, a flexible plastic sheet, a rigid plastic sheet, and walls; partially 
magnetizing the coating material during continuous movement of the medium to create a 
magnetized area and an unmagnetized area; and magnetically and temporarily linking a 
ferromagnetic object to the magnetized area so that the coated medium and ferromagnetic object 
are held together by magnetic attraction. 



